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Conservation Act. These appointments would
give the Service the ability to include addi-
tional charitable and non-profit organizations
from among the many which actively partici-
pate in the development of NAWCA projects.

A little more than one year ago | first
learned of the Fish and Wildlife Service’s de-
sire to promote change in the NAWCA pro-
gram when the agency announced its intent
not to reappoint two non-governmental organi-
zations that played key roles in making
NAWCA a cornerstone of American conserva-
tion success. | was greatly concerned that any
replacement of Council members under
NAWCA should not serve as a disincentive to
continued active participation in meeting the
Act’s goals.

CBO has indicated that increasing the size
of the NAWCA Council will not cost the federal
government any money. Rather, it is my inten-
tion to allow the Secretary of Interior to use
these two additional slots to appoint organiza-
tions that will make sound wetland conserva-
tion decisions and promote additional commit-
ments toward cooperative investment in re-
claiming these habitats.

| want to conclude by praising the hard work
of the North American Wetlands Conservation
Council, the staffs of its member organiza-
tions, and those staff of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service who have devoted themselves
to the fulfillment of NAWCA’s goals. Congress
reauthorized NAWCA last year because its
success during the first decade was clearly
evident, and because the need for wetlands
conservation is even clearer today than it was
a decade ago. | hope that H.R. 2821 will pro-
vide a non-controversial, easy-to-approve
mechanism to accelerate the growth of this
magnificent program.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yvield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. DOOLITTLE) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2821, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 659, H.R. 795, H.R. 2140,
and H.R. 2821, the four bills just de-
bated.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

AMENDING THE IMMIGRATION
AND NATIONALITY ACT REGARD-
ING ADOPTED ALIENS

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 2886) to amend the
Immigration and Nationality Act to
provide that an adopted alien who is
less than 18 years of age may be consid-
ered a child under such Act if adopted
with or after a sibling who is a child
under such Act.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2886

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PROVIDING THAT AN ADOPTED
ALIEN WHO IS LESS THAN 18 YEARS
OF AGE MAY BE CONSIDERED A
CHILD UNDER THE IMMIGRATION
AND NATIONALITY ACT IF ADOPTED
WITH OR AFTER A SIBLING WHO IS A
CHILD UNDER SUCH ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(b)(1) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (E)—

(A) by inserting *‘(i)” after *“(E)”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(i) subject to the same proviso as in
clause (i), a child who (I) is a natural sibling
of a child described in clause (i) or subpara-
graph (F)(i); (II) was adopted by the adoptive
parent or parents of the sibling described in
such clause or subparagraph; and (IIT) is oth-
erwise described in clause (i), except that the
child was adopted while under the age of
eighteen years; or’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (F)—

(A) by inserting ‘(i) after ““(F)”’;

(B) by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(ii) subject to the same provisos as in
clause (i), a child who (I) is a natural sibling
of a child described in clause (i) or subpara-
graph (E)(i); (II) has been adopted abroad, or
is coming to the United States for adoption,
by the adoptive parent (or prospective adop-
tive parent) or parents of the sibling de-
scribed in such clause or subparagraph; and
(IIT) is otherwise described in clause (i), ex-
cept that the child is under the age of eight-
een at the time a petition is filed in his or
her behalf to accord a classification as an
immediate relative under section 201(b).”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS RELATING TO
NATURALIZATION.—

(1) DEFINITION OF CHILD.—Section 101(c)(1)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101(c)) is amended by striking ‘‘six-
teen years,” and inserting ‘‘sixteen years
(except to the extent that the child is de-
scribed in subparagraph (E)(i) or (F)(ii) of
subsection (b)(1)),”.

(2) CERTIFICATE OF CITIZENSHIP.—Section
322(a)(4) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1433(a)(4)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘16 years’” and inserting
‘16 years (except to the extent that the child
is described in clause (ii) of subparagraph (E)
or (F) of section 101(b)(1))”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (E) or (F) of
section 101(b)(1).”” and inserting ‘‘either of
such subparagraphs.’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) each will
control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 2886, a bill in-
troduced by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HORN), amends the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act and pro-
vides that an older child who is 16 or 17
years old may be adopted with or after
the adoption of a younger sibling who
is a child under such act.

Currently, the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act permits a foreign-born
child who has been adopted by a United
States citizen parent to be classified as
an immediate relative child for pur-
poses of immigration to the United
States. To qualify, the child must be
under the age of 16 at the time an im-
migrant visa petition is filed on the
child’s behalf.

Since most parents prefer to adopt
infants or very young children, older
children constitute a relatively small
portion of the adoptive children admit-
ted as immigrants. However, in cases
involving siblings, adoptive parents
often wish to adopt the older child or
children in order to keep the family
group intact. If the oldest child hap-
pens to be 16 or 17, there is no way
under current law for that child to im-
migrate to the United States.

A typical case would likely involve a
group of siblings, one 16 or 17 years old
who had been orphaned. A TUnited
States citizen family is willing to
adopt all of the siblings in order to
keep them together but, under current
law, the oldest child cannot immigrate
to the United States. The result would
be either separation of the older child
from the sibling group or, in cases
where foreign adoption authorities will
not prevent the separation of siblings,
the U.S. citizen loses the opportunity
to adopt any of the children.

The bill authored by the gentleman
from California (Mr. HORN) would allow
minor orphaned siblings to stay to-
gether when being adopted by U.S. citi-
zens. The bill would allow a 16- or 17-
year-old child to qualify as an imme-
diate relative child if the U.S. citizen
parents have also adopted a sibling of
that child who is under the age of 16.

This bill thus would achieve the goal
of maintaining family unity in a rel-
atively small number of cases involv-
ing the adoption of siblings one of
whom is age 16 or 17 at the time the
adoptive parents file immigrant visa
petitions on the children’s behalf, and I
urge the House to adopt H.R. 2886.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I wish to commend
the gentleman from California (Mr.
HORN) for his hard work in sponsoring
this bill and the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SMITH) and the gentlewoman from
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